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Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) Survey? Please do!

2



3

Census Bureau Index of Economic Activity 

The U.S. Census 
Bureau Index of 
Economic Activity 
(IDEA) is an 
aggregation of 15 
of the Census 
Bureau’s primary 
economic data 
series that 
provides a single 
time series 
constructed as a 
weighted average.- 
August -0.74



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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Unemployment rates are rising slightly over the year in the Rogue Valley-

Jackson = 5.4% 

Josephine = 7.1% 

U.S.=4.3%

August 2025



Key Facts from Recent News Release

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics suspended 
production of monthly employment and 
unemployment reports for the nation, states, and 
metropolitan areas as of Oct. 1, 2025. Other labor 
market information continues to be available on 
QualityInfo.org 
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The number of unemployed Oregonians increased by 2,400 in August.

Seasonally Adjusted 

Unemployment:

 

Pre-COVID Low

Nov 2019: 70,500

Highest

April 2020: 279,300

Current

August 2025: 111,900
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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Rogue Valley seeing rising number of Unemployed

Jackson County 5,941 Unemployed in August 2025- up from 5,207 one year earlier

Josephine County 2,503 unemployed in August- up from 2,007 in August 2024



Why are Oregonians unemployed?

New or returning to 

the workforce

42,300 (39%)

Lost job 

57,500 (54%)

Left job voluntarily

7,300 (7%)
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One out of four unemployed Oregonians have been out of work for at least six months.
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Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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Most jobs back that were lost during the pandemic in the Rogue 

Valley- still a bit below February 2020 – seasonally adjusted

Jackson County down -0.9%, Josephine down -4.1 % (seasonally adjusted)
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Core Jobs = Private sector payroll employment minus health care
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Census Bureau Business Formation 
Statistics

Jackson 

County 

Business 

Applications 

up 2.2% from 

2023-2024
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Source: Oregon Employment Department U.S. Census Bureau Business Formation Statistics
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Josephine 

County 

Business 

Applications 

rose 3.6% 

2023 to 2024
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Source: Oregon Employment Department and U.S. Census Bureau Business 
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Methodological note

In June 2025, Lightcast and the Conference Board 

instituted system wide changes to their data collection 

process to improve coverage of job boards. This could 

result in level changes in HWOL job posting volume. The 

HWOL Index remains unaffected by this update.

In January 2022, the Conference Board instituted system 

wide changes to their data collection process to better 

capture when job ads have expired. As part of these 

changes, there is an increase in the number of ads that 

expired, and subsequently, a level change in the data 

series for Available Ads. The HWOL Index and New Ads 

series remain unaffected by this update.
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Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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New initial claims for unemployment insurance rising a bit in 

Josephine County. 



Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
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New initial claims for unemployment insurance are slightly above 

last year in Jackson County



Employment and Wages (Western U.S.)

Federal Reserve Bank, Beige Book, September 3, 2025
23

https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/beigebook202507-summary.htm


Economic Activity (Oregon and region)

Federal Reserve Bank, Beige Book, September 3,, 2025
24

https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/beigebook202507-summary.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/beigebook202507-summary.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/beigebook202507-summary.htm


The Office of Economic Analysis forecasts Oregon will gain 28,100 jobs over the next year.
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OEA expects Oregon to gain about 28,100 jobs in the next 12 months. 
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More Resources:  Qualityinfo.org



Guy Tauer, Regional Employment Economist
Guy.R.Tauer@employ.Oregon.gov
Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  
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Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

http://www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe
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